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Answenng letter elate 

subject Metals Division Uran1um 
Production Workers 1943-1949 

The Area Plant at the Union Carb1de Niagara Works was initiated by U.S. Government Construction Contract W-7405-ENG-14 with Electromet on November 111, 19112 (Exhibit I, page 137). Co1 struct10n of the actual manufactur-ing building, Building 162, began on January 5, 1943. Contracts W-7405-ENG-227 and W-7403-ENG-255 were 1n1t1ated on March I, 1943, and production operations commenced on April I, 19113. Uran1um tetrafluoi-lde (UF11), produced at Linde, was converted in the Area Plant to uranium metal and reca_t 1nto rngots. Thrs metal eventually was refabricated by others 1nto natural uran1urn fuel clements (slugs), clad with aluminum, and used to fuel the <.lir cooled graphrte reactor at Clinton Laboratories rn Oak Rrdge and the plutonrum product1on reactors at Hanford, Washington, for wh1ch the Oak Ridge reactor was a prototype. Cl rnton Laboratorres was or1grnally admrn1stered by the Unrvers1ty of Chrcago and Hanford by the OiJPont Corpor<Jtron DuPont personnel were tra1ned at Oak R1dge prior to the initiation of the Hanford reactors. 

The Niagara operations were contarned rn two buildings, the so-cal led Area Plant, Build1ng 162, ~·1h1ch was demol1shed in 1957, and an ad_Jacent bu1ldrng, still standing, later called the maintenance building and rs rdent1f1ed as Building 163 Maintenance department activ1tres were conducted in Build1nq 163 until 197L1 when the marrJter,lilnce department moved into a renovated basement rn Building 91f. Burldrng 163 IS used for stor<:Jge and a chernrcal prlot operatiOn on sil1ca metal purifrcat1on was conducted there in 1975 The Site of the demolished Area Plant is now the Jocatron of a research burldrng housrng the bulk of alloy research laboratories and off1ce space now rdent1fred as Bu1 ldrnq 166. Exh1b1t I I shows the Area Plant and adjacent maintenance bur ldrng 1n 1954 

The 11construction 11 contract, W-7405-ENG-lll, w1th the government 1·1as closed out on November 27, 1953. Decornrnrssron1ng and decontamination wer-e formally begun early rn 1953 and the plant cqurpment \vas be1ng drsrnantled rn the surnrner of 1953 (Exhibit Ill, page 3) It should bEo stressed th<Jt contract W-7405-ENG-111 has been assumed by me to be a 11 constructron 11 contr·uct srnce the dccontam1natron of the bu1ld1ng refers to that contract The contents of the two later contracts are not formallv knmvn but rt can ilgarn be assumed that they were related to production because they were rnrtrated one month pr1or to the start of product ron on April I, 1943. There rs no formal record at N1agara of the actual terrn1n<1tion date of the 11 product10n 11 contr<Jcts. 

The Area Plant buildings were considered decontaminated on November 9, 1953 (Exhibit I I I, p<lge 9) and the property was released to EJectromet for other uses. 
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Dr. S. G. Austin -2- May 20, 1981 

It is obvious that the date of the produ~t1on cutoff is not known 
with any certainty. A poll of the remaining Area Plant workers gives a~ many 
cutoff dates as the people asked, indicating that personal recollections cannot 
be depended upon. It is known that <following the uranium production cutoff 
date zirconium was processed in 'the building. One source says it was post 1946 
and zirconium production occurred in 1947 and 1948 (Exhibit I I I, page 1). The 
next solid reference is the in-house pub! ication, the TAPPING POT, wh1ch 
stated,in April 1948 that work was difficult because the carpenters were busy 
in the building; then in June 1943 the plant is reported as reopening. So 
the only thing \'o'e can be sure of is that sometime between January l, 1946, and 
April 1948, uranium production was suspended. It is probable, from personal 
recollections, that uranium production ceased sometime around January 1947. 
An absolute date on the cessation of the production contract, that is not 
available at Niagara, would prob~bly pinpo1nt th1s date. It may be available 
from the Law Department or Corpor.ate rec_ords. 

The Area Plant, Building 162, was finally demolished and disposed of 
by means acceptable to th2 AEC in 1957 prior to the construction of Build111g 
166. The demo! it ion procedure was dated March 16, 1957. The attached corre
spondence indicates that equipment, exhaust fans, build1ng structural members, 
ducts, etc., were still contaminated (Exhibii IV). It seems to be possible 
that between the cessation of uraniur1 production and the demolition of the 
building, a moderate radioactive exposure hazard existed for the occupants of 
the building and much less so for adjacent areas pf the plant. Many of the 
people in our present organization, including our Sen1or Vice-President, had 
their first offices in this building when they were young research engineers 
between 1947 and 1957. So much for the history of the building. 

We do not have any employee records at Niagara prior to 1960. How
ever, beginning in 1943, the in-house pub! ication TAPPING POT contained many 
references to the social activities of Area Plant personnel. The correspondent 
for the Area Plant pub! ished a column called Area Emanat1ons, an obv1ous 
reference to radioactive emanations and probably a breach of security which 
escaped the dull minds of the Army security people. 

The first reference to the Area Plant in the TAPPING POT was the 
aforementioned news article that construction had begun on January 5, 19113. 
The April 1943 edit1on listed SIX members of the newly appointed Area Plant 
staff. The next reference is August 1943 and from then on, w1th occas1onal 
two-month lapses, the publication is a gossipy source of information up to 
and including December 1945. After VJ day, on October 2, 1945, ~n Army-Navy 
E award was presented to Electromet for its contribution to the war effort. 
Members of the Area Plant received certificates and p1ns and attended the 
award cere~Jny (Exhibit V, VI, and VI 1). This was reported in November 1945 
and it is certain that all Area Plant workers then knew the nature of their 
activities and that they had been hand! ing natural uranium wi~h its associated 
then knm-1n radioactive hazards. With the war's end, interest in publ ish1ng 
Area Emanations ceased and there were only four brief references in 1946 and 
1947 until the publ icat1on of the Plant's reopening in June 1948. After that 
date there has a brief flurry of Area Emanations activity. In 1946 and 1947 
the TAPPING POT only contributed a score of new names to the Area Plant ·cast 
of characters. \Je have exam1ned all the TAPPI!~G POTS 1n th1s period and 
hereby transmit to you the 1 ist of employees ment1oned as workers in the 
Area Plant with a reference to the first date their nam~s are mentioned. 
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Dr. S. G. Austin -3- May 20, 1981 

This is the best that we can do at the local level. There are 162 
employees I isted prior to Janu~ry I, 1946, and 31 additional employees prior 
to September 1949, when the pub! ications essentially stopped, for a total of 
193 employees. 

My inquiries to former Area Plant employees in the past month have 
positively proven the fact that you can't trust anyone's memory for facts 
and dates over thirty years ago. 

RJK:cjb 
Attachments 

K!&~.H~ 
· R. J. Klotzbach 
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